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Ten Year Anniversary of 9 / 11
“We will never forget”

The September 11 attacks were a series of four coordinat-
\f‘ ed suicide attacks by al-Qaeda on the United States on
| Tuesday, September 11, 2001. On that morning, 19 al-
= Qaeda terrorists hijacked four passenger jets. The hijack-
bs | ers intentionally crashed two planes into the Twin Towers

. of the World Trade Center in New York City, killing every-
. one on board and thousands of those working in the
buildings. Both towers collapsed within two hours, de-
stroying nearby buildings and damaging others. A third
- plane was crashed into the Pentagon in Arlington, Virgin-
ia. Hijackers had redirected the fourth plane toward
Washington, D.C., targeting either the Capitol Building or
the White House, but crashed it in a field near Shanks-
g P = A t \ 3 ville, Pennsylvania after passengers tried to take control
e e e Of the plane.

Nearly 3,000 victims and the 19 hijackers died in the attacks. Among the 2,753 victims who died
in the World Trade Center were 343 firefighters and 60 police officers from New York City and
the Port Authority, and 8 private emergency medical technicians and paramedics. Another 184
people were killed in the attack on the Pentagon. There were no survivors from any of the
flights and the overwhelming majority of casualties were civilians, including nationals of over 70
countries.

Suspicion quickly fell on al-Qaeda. Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden initially denied involve-
ment, but in 2004 he finally claimed responsibility for the attacks. Al-Qaeda and bin Laden cited
U.S. support of Israel, the presence of U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia, and sanctions against Iraq as
motives for the attacks. The United States responded to the attacks by launching the War on
Terror, invading Afghanistan to depose the Taliban, who had harbored al-Qaeda members. It
was not until May 2011 that bin Laden was found and killed.

Many countries strengthened their anti-terrorism legislation and expanded law enforcement
powers. Some American stock exchanges stayed closed for the rest of the week following the
attack and posted enormous losses on reopening, especially in the airline and insurance indus-
tries. The destruction of billions of dollars' worth of office space caused serious damage to the
economy of Lower Manhattan. (Continued on page 7)
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9/11 Ceremony

~

(Joint West Virginia, Kanawha County and City of Charleston Ceremony)
Haddad Riverfront Park, Charleston, WV
8:30AM-9:30AM

8:30AM

Ten Year Remembrance of 9/11 Ceremony

This is a ceremony for all first responders, their families and our communi-
ties. First responder agencies from all over the state will be participating by
bringing one piece of apparatus to represent their agency to be parked and
displayed on the boulevard during the ceremony. The boulevard will be
closed at 7:30 a.m. from Court Street to Capitol Street for the display of
apparatus. Those wanting to participate and park their apparatus will need
to enter the boulevard from Court Street. Charleston Police Department will
be there at 7:30 a.m. to assist with the line-up. No personal vehicles will be
parked on the boulevard, only apparatus.

For those traveling in their personal vehicles, the County Parking Garage
located on Goshorn Street will be open starting at 7:00 a.m. and the City
Parking Garage with entrances on Court Street and Virginia Street will also
be open for parking.

We welcome all to attend this important remembrance ceremony.
1:00PM
9-11 MOMENT OF REMEMBERANCE

The U.S Senate passed a resolution establishing a National Moment of Remembrance on 9/11/11 at 1PM East-
ern, to memorialize with one minute of reflection.

We are asking fire houses, first responders, churches and other institutions (sports teams, military, fra-
ternal, businesses, education) in communities across the nation to sound sirens and ring bells for one
minute at 1 PM.

These sirens and bells will be a signal for each person to stop and remember the people we lost and demon-
strate the perseverance the American people have shown since that fateful day.

4:30PM

Charleston Metro Band 9/11 Tribute Concert (Free Community Event)
Haddad Riverfront Park

Charleston, WV

4:30PM-5:30PM

6:00PM

9/11 We Remember Event (Free Event No Ticket Required)

Charleston Civic Center

6PM-8:15PM

®  Special recognition and honor to military personnel, veterans and first responders.

®  Powerful multi-media presentation

® |ive dramatic characters from Americana: Daniel Boone, Betsy Ross, Harriett Beecher Stowe, etc.
®  Stirring choir of over 400 voices.

®  Sponsored by more than 40 area churches.

www.GodBlessAmericaRally.com




The Professional Fire Fighters of
Charleston Apprenticeship board met
on August 22, 2011.

working on several different ideas that

We have been

we think will help the appren-
ticeship program be more
successful. One idea we are
going to soon be imple-
menting is a “mentoring” pro-
gram. This program will assign a men-
tor to each apprentice. The mentor
will be on the same shift as the ap-
prentice. The mentor will be someone
an apprentice can go to for any ques-
tions or help they might need during
their 3 year apprenticeship. The men-
tor will be expected to give a monthly
evaluation of their assigned apprentice

to the board.

The board, along with the CFD admin-
istration has agreed that in order to
maintain a balance of apprentices on
shift and be able to easily identify an
apprentice on the scene that once the
probationary fire fighter graduates off
of probation to a “black helmet” that
they should still be able to be identi-
fied. During the last two years of ap-
prenticeship the apprentice will have
bright yellow helmet rockers that say
apprentice firefighter on their helmet.
Once they complete the apprentice-
ship program and pass the journeyman
test they will be allowed to replace the
A vellow rockers with the white ones.

Firefighter Apprenticeship Board News \

Jonathan Carter has worked diligently
on his shift with training the guys on
how to pump the apparatus. Some
have even come in off shift to have
him help them. We also have tried to
make the practical test fair by having
the same person test everyone so as
not to have any discrepancy among
practical tests. Thanks to Captain Tim

Roe for doing this.

The board would like to commend all
of the current apprentices for their
promptness on turning in their month-
ly work. EVERYONE turned their stuff
in on time for the month of July. We
believe this has been made much easi-
er with the addition of the time clock
and the locked mail box made availa-
ble in the mail room at station two.
Thank you all for your cooperation.

Our meetings are open to anyone who
has questions or would like to attend.
There will be an email announcement
made when the date of the next
meeting is scheduled. Please feel free
to contact any one of us on the JATC
board: Aaron Hartleben, Jonathan
Carter, Tim Roe, Leland Brown, Scott
Fisher, Bob Sharp and Alisha Samples.

Back In Quarters
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Safety Tip of the Month

Every day Americans experi-
ence the horror of fire. But
most people don't understand
fire. Only when we know the
true nature of fire can we pre-
pare ourselves and our families.
Each year more than 4,000
Americans die and more than
25,000 are injured in fires,
many of which could be pre-
vented.

The United States Fire Admin-
istration (USFA), a division of
the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA), be-
lieves that fire deaths can be
reduced by teaching people the
basic facts about fire. Below are
some simple facts that explain
the particular characteristics of
fire.

Fire is FAST!

There is little time! In less than
30 seconds a small flame can
get completely out of control
and turn into a major fire.

e It only takes minutes for
thick black smoke to fill a
house.

¢ In minutes, a house can be
engulfed in flames.

e Most fires occur in the home
when people are asleep.

e If you wake up to a fire, you
won't have time to grab val-
uables because fire spreads
too quickly and the smoke is
too thick.

e There is only time to es-
cape.

Fire is HOT!

Heat is more threatening than
flames. A fire's heat alone can
kill.

e Room temperatures in a
fire can be 100 degrees at
floor level.

e |t can rise to 600 degrees
at eye level.

e Inhaling this super hot air
will scorch your lungs.

e This heat can melt clothes
to your skin.

¢ In five minutes a room can
get so hot that everything
in it ignites at once: an
event called flashover.

Fire is DARK!

Fire isn't bright, it's pitch
black.

e Fire starts bright, but

quickly produces black
smoke and complete dark-
ness.

e If you wake up to a fire you
may be blinded, disorient-
ed and unable to find your
way around the home
you've lived in for years.

Fire is DEADLY'!

Smoke and toxic gases Kill
more people than flames do.

e Fire uses up the oxygen
you need and produces
smoke and poisonous gas-
es that kill.

e Breathing even small
amounts of smoke and
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toxic gases can make you
drowsy, disoriented and
short of breath.

e The odorless, colorless
fumes can Iull you into a
deep sleep before the
flames reach your door.

e You may not wake up in
time to escape.

Fire Safety Tips

Remember, time is your big-
gest enemy when in a fire,
and every second counts!

e Escape first, then call for
help.

e Develop a home fire es-
cape plan and designate a
meeting place outside.

e Make sure everyone in the
family knows two ways to
escape from every room.

e Practice feeling your way
out with your eyes closed.

e Never stand up in a fire,
always crawl low under the
smoke and try to keep
your mouth covered.

e Never return to a burning
building for any reason; it
may cost you your life.

e Finally, having a working
smoke alarm dramatically
increases your chances of
surviving a fire.

And remember to practice a

home escape plan frequently

with your family.


http://www.usfa.fema.gov
http://www.usfa.fema.gov
http://www.fema.gov
http://www.fema.gov

25" Anniversary Class of 1986 )

September 22, Where are they now?
2011 marks the
25" year anniver-
sary of this 1986
group photo of
= “rookie” firefight-
I ers.

Pictured from left to right kneeling: Asst. Fire
Chief Bruce Gentry, Retired Asst. Fire Chief Rod-
ney Winter, Jim Marra (resigned and is now an
Asst. Fire Chief in Westerville, OH), Retired Cap-
tain Charlie Griffith and Retired/Deceased Lt.
e T.A. Horton.
This was the first
group of Charles-
ton  Firefighters
required to be-
come certified
Emergency Medi-
cal First Respond-
ers. They also
completed 3 weeks of intensive WVU Fire
Service Extension training- Firefighter I, II, Il
& Auto Extrication, physical agility tests and 6 Left to right on Fire Engine: Captain Barry Walker

months of probation. New firefighters in standing on the side rail and Firefighter John

1986 worked a 56 hour workweek at $5.42 Hess (resigned to be a Pharmacist in Ohio) sitting

an hour for a starting salary of $15,956. behind the wheel. j

Left to right standing: Retired Captain Curtis
Nutter, Retired Captain Corbett Puffenbarger,
Asst. Fire Chief Owen Hawk Il, Bill Evans
(resigned and is one of the owners of Charleston
Blue Print), Retired Asst. Fire Chief Tim Belcher,
Retired Captain Jim “Kevin” Robinson, Deceased
Lt. David Cain, Deceased Probationary Firefighter
David Kinder, Captain Rob Kinser, Asst. Fire Chief
Bob Sharp, Deceased Firefighter David Kessell.

Charleston Fire Station 9 Closed

On August 15, 2011 Charleston Fire Station #9 (Dudley Public Safety Center) located in the Corridor G
Southridge area of Charleston closed and was given to the City of South Charleston following a recom-
mendation from the TriData Fire Department Deployment & Optimization Study. Personnel from Fire
Station #9 have been reassigned to Swing Shift until openings are available at other stations. This leaves
the Charleston Fire Department with 8 Fire Stations while other fire station consolidations are being
considered according to the TriData Study.

Dudley Public Safety Center opened on July 1, 2000 and at that time became Charleston’s 10" fire Sta-
tion. Originally housing a 3 person fire engine, 2 person ambulance and police office. Later the ambu-

lance was relocated to more efficiently answer emergency calls and the Regional Response
iTeam Hazardous Materials Apparatus 417 and the department’s back up engine were added
to the fire station.

The address of the fire station is #10 Camp Way. The street leading up to the fire station be-
@l side Applebees Restaurant was named Camp Way after deceased / retired Asst. Fire Chief Bill
i Camp and the address became #10 representing Charleston Fire Station #10.

Dudley Public Safety Center Fire Station #10 became Fire Station #9 in August of 2003 after the
opening of New Charleston Fire Station #8 located in Orchard Manor after the consolidation of
Old Fire Station #8 North Charleston & Old Fire Station #9 Sugarcreek leaving the Charleston
Fire Department with 9 Station total.

Currently the City of South Charleston is remodeling and preparing the fire station to relocate
their Station #4. Metro 911 Dispatch Protocols have been changed so that South Charleston Fire Engine
664 with 2 firefighters assigned to it will be responding to single engine calls now in both Charleston
and South Charleston from the area South of Jefferson Road and Corridor G. These single engine calls
will include Emergency Medical Calls and Investigations. All multi-company emergency response calls in
this area will include the dispatch of at least one Charleston Fire Department Engine with 3 firefighters
assigned to it.

Back In Quarters
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Credit Union News

Rate on e\ 1 A **due to current interest rates given by banks on CD's that Local 317 IAFF Credit
share Union is trying to invest, the Credit Unions is limiting outside deposits to
$1000.00 per account per rolling calendar year. Outside deposits is money not
coming from payroll or pension. The Credit Union is experiencing too much mon-
ey coming in and not enough lending.

saving is
3%.

If you're wanting or needing to borrow money for a new car, RV, etc. call us and
be apart of helping credit union pay a good dividend on your share account. Last
dividend paid July 2011 was 3%, without lending or the CD interest rate rising
continuing to pay close to the 3% rate will not be possible.

If you have thoughts, concerns or suggestions feel free to call us or talk to a
Board member.

Board members:
Tom Waugh, Myron Boggess, Shawn Monk, Danny Anderson and Eugene Perry.

J

Promotions, Transfers and Retirements
FF/EMT Haile from BK5 swing to B451 (Kelly to remain K5 )

Thank You Notes and Compliments {HE g,
MDA Thanks ‘y

9
/A& "5 PROUD ®
Trustee Captain Eddie Moore wanted to tell everyone thanks for 2 IAFF iE

all the help. With your help the Local raised $1600.00 from the '3 \

Boot-drive which was on Saturday 8-27-11 from 11:00 AM to “ &
13:00 PM. €RRY'S

Retired Firefighter Breakfast

' Retired Charleston Firefighters meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 8AM
for breakfast at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant- 5720 Maccorkle Ave SE in Kanawha
City. Feel free to drop by, have breakfast and keep in touch with our retired broth-
er firefighters.

If anyone would like to contribute an article for any future newsletter, please
contact Assistant Chief Bob Sharp.

Back In Quarters
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9/11 Remembered (continued)

The damage to the Pentagon was
cleared and repaired within a year, and
the Pentagon Memorial was built adja-
cent to the building. Rebuilding at the
World Trade Center site began in 2002.
Ground was broken for the Flight 93
National Memorial on November 8,
2009 and the memorial is to be formally
dedicated on September 10, 2011.

Attacks

United Airlines Flight 175 crashes into the south
tower.

Early on the morning of September 11,
2001, 19 hijackers took control of four
commercial airliners en route to San
Francisco and Los Angeles after takeoff
from Boston, Newark, and Washington,
D.C. Planes with long flights were in-

tentionally selected for hijacking be-
cause they would be heavily fueled.
At 8:46 a.m., 5 hijackers crashed
American Airlines Flight 11 into the
World Trade Center's North Tower
(1 WTC) and at 9:03 a.m. another 5

hijackers crashed United Airlines
Flight 175 into the South Tower
(2 WTC).

Five hijackers flew American Airlines

Flight 77 into the Pentagon at
9:37 a.m. A fourth flight, under the
control of 4 hijackers, crashed United
Airlines Flight 93 near Shanksville,
Pennsylvania at 10:03 a.m. after the
passengers fought the hijackers. Flight
93's ultimate target is believed to
have been either the Capitol or the
White House. Flight 93's cockpit voice
recorder revealed crew and passen-
gers attempted to seize control of the
plane from the hijackers after learning
through phone calls that similarly hi-
jacked planes had been crashed into
buildings that morning. Once it be-
came evident to the hijackers that the
passengers might regain control of the
plane, one hijacker ordered another
to roll the plane and intentionally
crash it. Soon afterward, Flight 93
crashed into a field near Shanksville.

Some passengers were able to make
phone calls using the cabin airphone
service and mobile phones and pro-
vided details that there were several

Page

hijackers aboard each plane; that mace,
tear gas, or pepper spray was used and
that some people aboard had been
stabbed.  Reports indicated hijackers
stabbed and killed pilots, flight attend-
ants, and one or more passengers. In
their final report, the 9/11 Commission
found the hijackers had recently pur-
chased multi-function hand tools and
assorted knives and blades. A flight
attendant on Flight 11, a passenger on
Flight 175, and passengers on Flight 93
said the hijackers had bombs, but one of
the passengers also said he thought the
bombs were fake. The FBI found no trac-
es of explosives at the crash sites, and
the 9/11 Commission concluded the
bombs were probably fake.

Three buildings in the World Trade Cen-
ter Complex collapsed due to structural
failure. The South Tower collapsed at
9:59 a.m. after burning for 56 minutes in
a fire caused by the impact of United
Airlines Flight 175. The North Tower
collapsed at 10:28 a.m. after burning for
102 minutes. When the North Tower
collapsed, debris fell on the nearby 7
World Trade Center building (7 WTC)
damaging it and starting fires. These
fires burned for hours and compromised
the building's structural integrity and
7 WTC collapsed at 5:21 p.m.

All aircraft within the continental U.S.
were grounded, and aircraft already in
flight were told to land immediately. All
international civilian aircraft were either
turned back or redirected to airports in
Canada or Mexico, and all international
flights were banned from landing on
U.S. soil for three days. The attacks cre-
ated widespread confusion among news
organizations and air traffic controllers.
Among the unconfirmed and often con-
tradictory news reports aired through-
out the day, one of the most prevalent
said a car bomb had been detonated at
the U.S. State Department's headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C. Another jet—
Flight 1989—was suspected of having
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9/11 Remembered (continued)

been hijacked, but this too turned out
to be false after it responded to con-
trollers and landed safely in Cleveland,
Ohio.

In a September 2002 interview, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed and Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, who are believed to have orga-
nized the attacks, said Flight 93's in-
tended target was the United States
Capitol, not the White House. During
the planning stage of the attacks, Mo-
hamed Atta, the hijacker and pilot of
Flight 11, thought the White House
might be too tough a target and sought
an assessment from Hani Hanjour, who
would later hijack and pilot Flight 77.
Mohammed also said al-Qaeda initially
planned to target nuclear installations
rather than the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon, but decided against it,
fearing things could "get out of con-
trol". Final decisions on targeting, ac-
cording to Mohammed, were left in the
hands of the pilots.

Casualties
Deat hs
Wor |l d
Tr ad e,e06
Center
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Tot al 2,977

There were a total of 2,996 deaths, in-
cluding the 19 hijackers and 2,977 vic-

tims. The victims included 246 on
the four planes (from which there
were no survivors), 2,606 in New
York City in the towers and on the
ground, and 125 at the Pentagon.
All the deaths in the attacks were
civilians except for 55 military per-
sonnel killed at the Pentagon.

Over 90% of the workers and visitors
who died in the towers had been at
or above the points of impact. In the
North Tower 1,355 people at or
above the point of impact were
trapped and died of smoke inhala-
tion, fell or jumped from the tower to
escape the smoke and flames, or
were killed in the building's eventual
collapse. A further 107 people below
the point of impact did not survive.
In the South Tower, one stairwell
remained intact allowing 18 people
to escape from above the point of
impact. 630 people died in the
South Tower which was fewer than
half of the number killed in the North
Tower. Casualties in the South Tow-
er were significantly reduced by the

( ex c | ud idesisipn of some qegupands rtogstyprt

evacuating when the North Tower
was struck.

A total of 411 emergency workers
who responded to the scene died as
they tried to rescue people and fight
fires. The New York City Fire Depart-
ment (FDNY) lost 341 firefighters and
2 paramedics. The New York City
Police Department (NYPD) lost 23
officers. The Port Authority Police
Department lost 37 officers. Eight
emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) and paramedics from private
emergency medical services units
were killed.

At least 200 people fell or jumped to
their deaths from the burning towers
(as depicted in the photograph The
Falling Man), landing on the streets
and rooftops of adjacent buildings
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hundreds of feet
below. Some
occupants of each
' | tower above the
point of impact
' |made their way
upward  toward
the roof in hope
of helicopter res-

cue, but the roof

access doors were locked. No plan exist-
ed for helicopter rescues, and the thick
smoke and intense heat would have
prevented helicopters from approach-

ing.

The remains of 6 World Trade Center, 7 World
Trade Center, and 1 World Trade Center, days after
the attacks

Cantor Fitzgerald L.P., an investment
bank on the 101st-105th floors of the
North Tower, lost 658 employees; con-
siderably more than any other employ-
er. Marsh Inc., located immediately
below Cantor Fitzgerald on floors 93—
100, lost 355 employees, and 175 em-
ployees of Aon Corporation were also
killed. The National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology (NIST) estimated
that about 17,400 civilians were in the
World Trade Center complex at the time
of the attacks though turnstile counts
from the Port Authority suggest 14,154
people were typically in the Twin Tow-
ers by 8:45 a.m. The vast majority of
people below the impact zone safely
evacuated the buildings.

After New York, New lJersey lost the
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most state citizens, with the city of Ho-
boken sustaining the most deaths.
More than 70 countries lost citizens in
the attacks on the World Trade Center.
Two people were later added to the
official death toll after dying from
health conditions linked to exposure to

dust from the collapse of the World

Trade Center.

Weeks after the attack, the death toll
was estimated to be over 6,000, more

than twice the number of deaths con- §

firmed later. The city was only able to
identify remains for about 1,600 of the
World Trade Center victims. The medi-
cal examiner's office collected "about
10,000 unidentified bone and tissue
fragments that cannot be matched to
the list of the dead". Bone fragments
were still being found in 2006 as work-
ers were preparing to demolish the
damaged Deutsche Bank Building. In
2010, a team of anthropologists and
archaeologists searched for human re-
mains and personal items at the Fresh
Kills Landfill, where seventy-two more
human remains were recovered, bring-
ing the total found to 1,845. DNA profil-
ing continues in an attempt to identify
additional victims.  As of May 2011,
1,630 victims have been identified,
while 1,123 (41%) of the victims re-
mained unidentified. The remains are
being held in storage in Memorial Park,
outside the New York City Medical Ex-
aminer’s facilities. It is expected that
the remains will be moved in 2013 to a
repository behind a wall at the 9/11
museum. A medical examiner, who will
have a workspace at the site, will con-
tinue to try to identify remains, in the
hope improved technology will allow
them to identify other victims.

Damage

Along with the 110-floor Twin Towers,
numerous other buildings at the World
Trade Center site were destroyed or
badly damaged, including WTC build-

ings 3 though 7 and St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church. The North

Aerial view from the west of Ground Zero on
Sept. 17 2001

Tower, South Tower, the Marriott
Hotel

The Pentagon damaged by fire and partly
collapsed

(3 WTC) and 7 WTC were completely
destroyed. The U.S. Customs House
(6 World Trade Center), 4 World
Trade Center, 5 World Trade Center,
and both pedestrian bridges con-
necting buildings were severely dam-
aged. The Deutsche Bank Building on
130 Liberty Street was partially dam-
aged and demolished later. The two
buildings of the World Financial Cen-
ter also suffered damage.

The Deutsche Bank Building across
Liberty Street from the World Trade
Center complex was later con-
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demned as uninhabitable because of
toxic conditions inside the office tower,
and was deconstructed. The Borough
of Manhattan Community College's
Fiterman Hall at 30 West Broadway was
condemned due to extensive damage in
the attacks, and is being rebuilt. Other
neighboring buildings including 90 West
Street and the Verizon Building suffered
major damage but have been restored.
World Financial Center buildings, One
Liberty Plaza, the Millenium Hilton, and

90 Church Street had moderate damage
| and have since been restored. Commu-

nications equipment on top of the North
Tower was also destroyed, but media
stations were quickly able to reroute
signals and resume broadcasts.

The Pentagon, in Arlington County, Vir-
ginia, was severely damaged by the im-
pact of American Airlines Flight 77 and
ensuing fires, causing one section of the
building to collapse. As it approached
the Pentagon, the airplane's wings
knocked over light poles and its right

§ engine smashed into a power generator
before crashing into the western side of
the Pentagon, killing all 53 passengers, 5
hijackers, and 6 crew. The plane hit the
Pentagon at the first-floor level.

The

front part of the fuselage disintegrated
on impact while the mid and tail sec-
tions kept moving for another fraction
of a second. Debris from the tail section
penetrated furthest into the building,
breaking through 310 feet (94 m) of the
three outermost rings.
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Reactions to the September 11 attacks, and U.S.
military response during the September 11 attacks

The 9/11 attacks had immediate and
overwhelming effects upon the Ameri-
can people. Police and rescue workers
from around the country took leaves of
absence, traveling to New York City to
help recover bodies from the twisted
remnants of the Twin Towers. Blood
donations across the U.S. surged in the

weeks after 9/11.

Over 3000 children lost a parent.
Children's reactions to these actual
losses and also to feared losses of
life, and the protective environment
in the aftermath of the attacks are
well documented, as are effects on
surviving caregivers.

For the first time in history SCATANA
was invoked, establishing an ATC
Zero condition, closing all airspace
and immediately grounding all non-
emergency civilian aircraft in the
United States, Canada, and several
other countries, and so stranding
tens of thousands of passengers
across the world. The Federal Avia-
tion Administration closed American

Page

airspace to all international flights, caus-
ing about five hundred flights to be
turned back or redirected to other coun-
tries. Canada received 226 of the divert-
ed flights and launched Operation Yel-
low Ribbon to deal with the large num-
bers of grounded planes and stranded
passengers.

FDNY Apparatus in front of WTC rubble.

@here were you when...? \

“Where were you when...?” is a question assigned to those most remembered events that are burned into our minds forever
and the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 is the most recent for our generation.

I myself was on duty as Captain of Engine 458 located at the North Charleston Fire House 8. We had the television on in the
day room while we were sweeping and mopping the station, when the news broke about an airplane crashing into the North
Tower of the World Trade Center. At first, | did not consider a terrorist attack had taken place knowing that this was not the
first time an airplane had crashed into a building in New York City.

® | had previously read the story of a converted Army Air Force B-25 Mitchell bomber, flying at 250 miles per hour, slamming
into the 79" floor of the Empire State Building in 1945. World War Il was still going and some people initially thought a Japa-
nese bomb or German V-2 rocket had hit the building. But this was not the case. The pilot facing zero visibility was diverted to
Newark to land and became confused with his location and crashed into the Empire State Building, which led to a four-alarm
fire. The NY Fire Department totally controlled the fire within 40 minutes. Fourteen people died including 11 people on the
79" floor and the 3 occupants of the B-25 Bomber.

As we continued to watch emergency responders working to evacuate the World Trade Center the South Tower collapsed to
my surprise. Next was the attack on the Pentagon and the crashing of Flight 93 near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Finally the
North Tower Collapsed causing damage, fires and the collapsing of other World Trade Center Buildings. | knew that many of
our brother firefighters and emergency responders would not survive these devastating events unfolding before my eyes...

It doesn’t seem like 10 years has went by since these events transpired, but here we are about to participate in many com-
memorative events this Sunday September 11, 2011. | hope each of you will remember that these events are not about you;
they are about the sacrifices made on that fateful day. | encourage you to participate in the events in your community during
this anniversary, spend time with your family and take time to answer the question “Where were you when...?”

Thank you for serving your community and remember you are our nations first line of defense. God Bless each of

you!

Bob Sharp

Chief of Operations
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